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	Introduction (Organization)
	The introduction is interesting and articulate. It previews the structure of the paper with a clear main idea, CI and the DIs. Thoughtful closing.
	The introduction clearly states the main topic, CI and DIs, but is not particularly inviting to the reader.
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader.
	There is no clear introduction of the main topic or structure of the paper.

	Evidence
	Relevant, telling, quality examples give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable.
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but not all examples support the developing idea.
	Some relevant examples present, but several examples seem unconnected to the developing idea.
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the topic.

	Analysis
	Each example is analyzed in a clear, articulate way. The author thoughtfully connects examples to the thesis statement, showing a mastery of material and critical thinking. Avoids the pitfalls of analysis. 
	Each example is analyzed in a clear way. The author connects examples to the thesis statement, showing a mastery of material and some critical thinking. May at times  fall into an analysis pitfall. 
	Each example is analyzed, but the author does not always connect examples to the thesis, showing an uncertainty of the text and minimal critical thinking. Resorts to analysis pitfalls. 
	Each example is not analyzed. The author does not connect examples to the thesis statement, showing little knowledge of text. Analysis resorts to pitfalls, generalizations or repetition.

	Diction
	Writer uses vivid words and phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader's mind, and the choice and placement of the words seems accurate, natural and not forced. Little to no blacklisted words. Little passive voice. 
	Writer uses vivid words and phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader's mind, but occasionally the words are used inaccurately or seem overdone. Few blacklisted words.  Some passive voice. 
	Writer uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, punch or flair. Many instances of blacklisted words and passive voice. 
	Writer uses a limited vocabulary.  Jargon or clichés may be present and detract from the meaning. Littered with blacklisted words and passive voice. 

	Capitalization & Punctuation (Conventions)
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read.
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the paper is still easy to read.
	Writer makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow.
	Writer makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and greatly interrupt the flow.

	Conclusion (Organization)
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader with a feeling that they understand what the writer is "getting at." Articulate and mature RFS.
	The conclusion is recognizable and ties up almost all the loose ends. RFS is clearly understood.
	The conclusion is recognizable, but does not tie up several loose ends. RFS weak or obvious.
	There is no clear conclusion, no RFS, the paper just ends.
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