	Fulfills Student Expectations

#1 Read Purposefully
#4 Identify, analyze, and solve problems


Name_____________________________
Study Guide for Mythology and You, p. 1-12
The Value of Myths

1.  Define MYTH from four different perspectives:


1.

2.

3.


4.

2.  What evidence suggests the myths were created by sophisticated people?

3.  What did the myths explain?

4.  What did the myths teach?

5.  What does polytheistic mean?

6.  Explain the term anthropomorphic.

7.  Identify two themes prevalent in mythology.

8. How did the fact that myths were transmitted orally affect their content?

Historical Background

9.  What values were prized in Mycenaean society?  Why?
10.  How did the Minoans differ from the Mycenaeans?

11.  Which matriarchal principles governed the lives of the Minoans?

12. Explain how scholars have learned about life in Minoan and Mycenaean times.

Religious Background

13.  Explain the importance of Mother Earth.

14.  Explain what "kinship with nature" means.

15.  How were women treated in agrarian society?

16  How did the matriarchal society affect family life?

17.  Explain the primary obligation of an individual in this society.

18. What offense an anathema (an absolutely unspeakable act!) in the Greek 

community?  How serious was this crime regarded?

19.  How are crimes handled?

20.  Explain the dangers of retributive justice. 

21.  In spite of retributive justice and human sacrifices, life in a matriarchal society was generally peaceful.  Explain this paradox.

22.  What were the important features of earth-centered life?

23. Describe the function of the sacred king and the rituals which surrounded his death. 
