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Transcendentalism
Background Notes: Transcendentalism 
Overview of Transcendentalism: 
Transcendentalism, like Dark Romanticism, is a sub-genre of ________________________.  Transcendentalism was an intellectual movement that emphasized the dignity of the ________________________ and advocated a ________________________, ________________________ life. The Transcendentalists wanted to transcend—or go beyond—the limitations of the senses and everyday ________________________. 

What is Transcendentalism?
~Transcend (v.) – ________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]~Transcendentalism began as a ________________________ movement in the Unitarian church that focused on God’s presence in the individual and emphasized intuition.  Transcendentalism is not a ________________________- it is a ________________________ which suggests that only by ________________________ the limits of ________________________ and ________________________ can the individual seek his true potential.
~There are two interpretations of what Transcendentalism really is:
a. ___________________________________________________________________________________
b. _________________________________________________________________________________
~Emerson gave German philosopher Immanuel ________________________ credit for popularizing the term “Transcendentalism”.
~Key tenets include:
a. A theory that “transcendent forms” of ________________________ exist beyond ________________________ and ________________________, and every individual is capable of discovering this truth on his own through ________________________.
b. A conviction that people are inherently ________________________ and should follow their own ________________________, however controversial they may be.
c. A belief that ________________________, ________________________, and ________________________ are all interconnected through the Over Soul. 

Characteristics of Transcendentalism: 
a. Emphasized living a ________________________
b. Stressed a ________________________
c. Celebrated ________________________
d. Stressed ________________________
e. Believed ________________________
f. Believed in ________________________
g. Encouraged ________________________ over financial well-being   
