The Truman Show (1998)
Viewing Guide
Directed by Peter Weir

Written by Andrew Niccol

1) What makes this film satirical?  What satirical techniques are at work in this film?

2) How do the actors in this “show” reflect the attitudes many Americans have toward fame or celebrity?  How do the viewers of this show reflect attitudes toward fame?

3) During an interview, Christof states the following: "I have given Truman the chance to lead a normal life. The world, the place you live in, is the sick place. Seahaven is the way the world should be." Is Christof correct? 
4) What do the methods used to control Truman say about the influences that control our own lives?  How do these methods offer criticism of media or of social pressures?


5) When speaking of Truman, Christof states: "He could leave at any time. If this were anything more than a vague ambition, if he was absolutely determined to discover the truth, there is no way we could prevent him." Truman eventually does discover the true nature of his reality despite the strong efforts of Christof and the network. What does Truman’s triumph have to say about the free-will/determinism debate?
6) Consider yourself in Truman’s position. If presented with the choice to remain in Seahaven, a place where you have been promised that “you have nothing to fear”, or to enter into another world that you know little or nothing about, which would you choose?

7) What does this film say about consumerism? 

8) How is this film thematically related to Slaughterhouse Five? What similarities do you see between Billy Pilgrim and Truman Burbank? 
