Name:
Sonnet 29 by William Shakespeare

Rhyme 

Scheme

When in disgrace with fortune and men’s eyes,

_________________________________________________________

I all alone beweep my outcast state,

_________________________________________________________

And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless cries,

_________________________________________________________

And look upon myself and curse my fate,

_________________________________________________________

Wishing me like to one more rich in hope,

_________________________________________________________

Features like him, like him with friends possessed,

_________________________________________________________

Desiring this man’s art and that man’s scope,

_________________________________________________________

With what I most enjoy contented least—

_________________________________________________________

Yet in these thoughts myself almost despising,

_________________________________________________________

Haply I think on thee, and then my state,

_________________________________________________________

Like to the lark at break of day arising

_________________________________________________________

From sullen earth, sings hymns at heaven’s gate.

_________________________________________________________

For thy sweet love remembered such wealth brings

_________________________________________________________

That then I scorn to change my state with kings. 

_________________________________________________________

Directions

1.  Paraphrase the poem, each paraphrased line under the original.
2. Check the rhyme scheme and the structure.  This is a(n) ____________ sonnet.
3. Circle any personification.
4. Underline any similes.
5. Put a box around the alliteration.
6. Put two lines under any repetition.
7. Answer questions on the back for homework.
Homework Questions
1. What is the speaker’s attitude in the first lines of the sonnet?

2. In line 5, what does the speaker say he would like to be?

3. What thoughts bring the speaker relief from his distress?

4. To what does the speaker compare his condition when he thinks of his love?

5. How is the ending ironic, like most sonnets are supposed to be? (HINT: look at the beginning and then look again at the end).

