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Importance of Being Ernest In-Class Essay
Read the excerpt from Oscar Wilde’s Picture of Dorian Gray.  In a well-developed thesis paragraph, analyze how Wilde develops a critique of his Victorian society.  Level 2—Use 3 DQs to support your answer. Level 3—Use 2 DQs.  Level 4—1 DQ and 1 DD.
	
	1 (Unacceptable)
	2 (Needs Improvement)
	3 (Acceptable)
	4 (Very Good)
	5 (Exceptional)

	Background Information

*Provides one to two sentences of background information or plot context

	No background information included.
	Provides minimal background information; may be unrelated to the prompt.
	Provides adequate, relevant, background information.
	Provides relevant background information.  
	All elements are included in a meaningful, interesting, and thoughtful way.  

	Main Idea

*MI Effectively addresses the prompt

*Includes complete identification (CI)

*States an opinion broad enough to allow supporting claims, relevant evidence, and valid analysis
	The MI is completely missing
	MI does not address the prompt, or is too vague to be identified in the introduction. Does not state an opinion or lend itself to allow claims, evidence, and/or analysis.
	One or more elements are missing from the main idea, rendering it ineffective at fully addressing the prompt.  
	The MI addresses the prompt and all or most elements are included.  One element may need development.
	The MI is sophisticated and effectively addresses the prompt and includes CI and language from the prompt. The MI states an opinion and is broad enough to allow supporting claims, relevant evidence, and valid analysis and interpretation.

	Lead-Ins & DQs

*Each DQ is introduced with context (who, what, when, where)

*Each DQ is incorporated into another sentence/has an introductory clause

*DQ is relevant, reflects careful reading, and is not too long


	2 or more DQs have no lead-in. Multiple dropped quotes. DQs may be irrelevant or poorly chosen. DQs may be too long.
	Some DQs may not have a lead-in; there may be one or more dropped quotes. Lead-ins may not provide enough context. DQs may not fit the topic or may be too long.
	All DQs have a lead-in of some sort. Lead-ins attempt to provide context. DQs fit the topic.
	All DQs have an appropriate lead-in. Lead-ins provide some context for the DQ. No dropped quotes. DQs are relevant and appropriate length
	All DQs are well integrated with a lead-in; all lead-ins provide context for the DQ. All DQs are relevant and carefully chosen; all DQs are appropriate length.

	Analysis and Comprehension
*Minimum of 2 sentences per DQ

*relates the DQ to the MI

*considers the figurative or implied meaning behind an author’s words
	Analysis is too brief. Relies almost entirely on summary or rewording the DQ. Does not support the MI.


	Analysis is limited or too brief. May rely too much on summary or re-wording the DQ. Minimal attempt to relate back to the MI
	Analysis is acceptable and plausible. Shows an accurate interpretation of the DQ. It may summarize a bit but makes an attempt to relate back to the MI.


	Analysis is thoughtful. Shows a very good understanding of the DQ and how it supports the MI. Does not summarize or re-word the DQ. 
	Analysis is original & thoughtful. Shows attention to detail in the DQ. Pays attention to implied or figurative meaning in the text. Relates the DQ to the MI.

	Conclusion

*Reach for Significance


	Conclusion is completely missing.
	Minimal attempt to reflect or reach for significance.  
	Conclusion sums up the essay, but lacks insight or significance
	Conclusion sums up the essay and includes a clear reach for significance 
	Precise conclusion sums up and adds insightful reach for significance

	Mechanics & Language

*uses mature vocabulary

*sentence structure is clear, logical, and mature

*spelling, word choice, punctuation
	Many & repeated problems w/mechanics and expression. Errors significantly interfere with meaning
	Problems with vocabulary or sentence structure. Errors interfere with meaning
	Some problems with expression or proofreading, but it does not distract from the meaning
	Mature vocabulary & sentence structure. Minimal proofreading errors
	Mature vocabulary, sentence structure, and expression. Minimal/No proofreading errors


Score: _______/30 = 
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