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English philosopher Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)

State of Nature is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short"

· Main Concern: How can human beings live together in peace and avoid the danger and fear of civil conflict?
· Believed that without society or government, man would enter a “State of Nature."

· A “State of Nature” is a state of war (A war of  “all against all”)

· The right of each to all things invites serious conflict

· “State of Nature” consists of a world in which . . .

· Everyone fears a violent death.

· No order.  Chaos rules.

· Universal insecurity.

· No healthy human cooperation or camaraderie.

· Vain-glory people desire to exercise power.

· Failure of rationality (dispute over religion and ideology).

· In order to prevent a "State of Nature", Hobbes suggested . . . 

· “We ought to submit to an absolute sovereign power”
· And, if this "unaccountable sovereign" abuses his power, then it must be accepted as the cost for peace.  

· Any government is better than a civil war (He lived through the English Civil War).

· Hobbes believes that a monarchy is most effective.
· The authority must be absolute, never divided.

· Simply put, we’re “Ruthless Savages” saved by society’s rules and institutions.
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Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)

“Man is born free, but he is everywhere in chains”

· One of the most influential thinkers during the Enlightenment in eighteenth century Europe; he influenced the Romanticism movement.

· Saw philosophy as apologetic for various forms of tyranny, self-interest, and the alienation of individuals from the natural compulsion of compassion.
· Major Concern: Preserving freedom in a world where human beings are increasingly dependent on one another for the satisfaction of their needs. 

· Central Claim: He believed that human beings are basically good by nature, but are rendered corrupt by the complex historical events and institutions that resulted in present day civil society 

· Rejects Hobbes, who he believes only reinforces the unequal and exploitive social relations present in the world
· In other words, we’re born “noble”, but society corrupts us, making us “Noble Savages”

PROMPT: Does William Golding’s novel Lord of the Flies support Rousseau’s theory of the “Noble Savage” or Hobbes’ “Ruthless Savage” theory about the nature of humans?  Write a 4-paragraph essay (introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion with RFS) that supports your MI.  Use 4 DQs.  
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	1 (Unacceptable)
	2 (Needs Improvement)
	3 (Acceptable)
	4 (Very Good)
	5 (Exceptional)

	Introduction

*Relevant Background

*Complete Identification

*Main Idea that rewords the prompt

*Developing Ideas included or listed


	More than one element missing. No clear plan for the essay. Unclear which prompt is being answered
	One or more elements are missing. Doesn’t present a clear plan for the essay. The prompt may not be addressed clearly
	All or most elements are included. One element may be missing or not presented thoughtfully. There may not be a clear plan for the essay.
	All elements are included in a logical way. Clear plan in introduced for the essay
	All elements are included in a meaningful, interesting, and thoughtful way. Clear plan is introduced for the essay

	Clear Topic Sentences

*Present in each Body Parag.

*Topic sentence clearly connects to the MI/prompt

*TS is not merely plot


	Neither TS makes no clear connection to the prompt. TS states plot or description 
	One or more elements are missing from either paragraph. TS may be plot rather than an analytical statement
	All/most criteria met in at least one TS. TS makes clear statement related to the prompt.
	All/most criteria are met in both TS.
	All criteria are met in both paragraphs.  Both TS make clear and thoughtful analytical statements

	Lead-Ins & DQs

*Each DQ is introduced with context (who, what, when, where)

*Each DQ is incorporated into another sentence/has an introductory clause

*DQ is relevant, reflects careful reading, and is not too long


	2 or more DQs have no lead-in. Multiple dropped quotes. DQs may be irrelevant or poorly chosen. DQs may be too long.
	Some DQs may not have a lead-in; there may be one or more dropped quotes. Lead-ins may not provide enough context. DQs may not fit the topic or may be too long.
	All DQs have a lead-in of some sort. Lead-ins attempt to provide context. DQs fit the topic.
	All DQs have an appropriate lead-in. Lead-ins provide some context for the DQ. No dropped quotes. DQs are relevant and appropriate length
	All DQs are well integrated with a lead-in; all lead-ins provide context for the DQ. All DQs are relevant and carefully chosen; all DQs are appropriate length.

	Analysis
*Minimum of 2 sentences per DQ

*relates the DQ to the MI

*considers the figurative or implied meaning behind an author’s words
	Analysis is too brief. Relies almost entirely on summary or rewording the DQ. Does not support the MI.


	Analysis is limited or too brief. May rely too much on summary or re-wording the DQ. Minimal attempt to relate back to the MI
	Analysis is acceptable and plausible. Shows an accurate interpretation of the DQ. It may summarize a bit but makes an attempt to relate back to the MI.


	Analysis is thoughtful. Shows a very good understanding of the DQ and how it supports the MI. Does not summarize or re-word the DQ. 
	Analysis is original & thoughtful. Shows attention to detail in the DQ. Pays attention to implied or figurative meaning in the text. Relates the DQ to the MI.

	Conclusion

*Re-states MI & Developing Ideas

*Reach for Significance


	May be too short or missing.
	More than one element missing. Minimal RFS
	Most elements are present. Some reflection present
	Most/all elements are present. Reflects on the book related to the prompt
	All elements are present. Thoughtful reflection on the book related to the prompt

	Mechanics & Language

*uses mature vocabulary

*sentence structure is clear, logical, and mature

*spelling, word choice, punctuation


	Many & repeated problems w/mechanics and expression. Errors significantly interfere with meaning
	Problems with vocabulary or sentence structure. Errors interfere with meaning
	Some problems with expression or proofreading, but it does not distract from the meaning
	Mature vocabulary & sentence structure. Minimal proofreading errors
	Mature vocabulary, sentence structure, and expression. Minimal/No proofreading errors
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