
	Meets Student Expectations

#2 Write Effectively

#5 Work independently


The Things They Carried

Defining Courage (Term 3-Writing Assignment #2)

In Tim O’Brien’s novel The Things They Carried, the narrator (also named Tim O’Brien) struggles with the decision to answer his draft notice or escape to Canada. In the end, he decides to respond to his draft notice. He says of his decision, “I was a coward. I went to war” (61).  This is probably not the typical way our society would describe “cowardice”. We would more likely refer to soldiers as heroes or describe them as courageous or brave. Clearly, O’Brien is referring to a different type of courage; he has an alternate view of what it means to be brave.

	For this assignment, you are going to contemplate your idea of courage. You are going to define it, express it, and provide examples of it in a creative way. Your finished piece of writing may be a fictional short story or a personal essay.  This writing should creatively express courage; it should NOT (I repeat, NOT) say, “To me courage means….” or “Webster’s Dictionary defines courage as…” You must SHOW me rather than tell me what courage is from your perspective.

As an exercise in creative writing, you must attempt to replicate O’Brien’s style of writing.  One thing that O’Brien’s novel does exceedingly well is provide image after image after image, allowing you to visualize these men, their surroundings, and the things they carry. Therefore, visual imagery, repetition, and other literary devices should be large component of your writing. 


Assigned: Thursday, February 25th      
Due: Friday, March 4th 

Please attach rubric below to your final, typed composition.

Do not forget to upload your paper to turnitin.com BEFORE class.

Only those papers that are typed, printed, stapled, attached

to rubric and uploaded online to turnitin.com BY CLASS TIME

will be accepted and collected as on time. (Some of you continue to lost points daily for not uploading paper #1)
	The Things They Carried Creative TAC  Rubric

Due Date: March 4th 

	Teacher Name: Mr. Haflin

	
	On turnitin.com?______
	

	Student Name:____________________________
LEVEL_____________

	
	

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Incorporates O’Brien 

Style
	Heavy imagery, repetition, and characterization

reveal not only the 

scene or plot, but the point of view in a poignant, powerful way.  
	Writer often uses imagery, repetition, and characterization to 

reveal the scene or plot; there are some poignant, powerful emotions revealed.  
	Writer uses some imagery/ repetition/ characterization to reveal the scene or plot, but there should be more. There are few poignant or powerful emotions revealed.  
	Writer rarely uses imagery/ repetition/ characterization to reveal the scene or plot, The composition is flat, without emotion. 

	Punctuation
	Punctuates dialogue as well as all sentences correctly.  No run ons or fragments found.  
	Punctuates dialogue as well as all sentences correctly.  Few run ons or fragments found.  Some Awkward Phrases
	Some punctuation errors with dialogue as well as other sentences.  Some run-ons or fragments found. Many AWK Phrases  
	Punctuation errors throughout.  Unedited and careless. 

	Spelling
	No spelling errors found.
	1-2 spelling errors found.
	3-5 spelling errors found. 
	More than 5 spelling errors.

	Creativity
	Captures reader’s attention immediately and sustains it throughout the passage regardless if it is a simple or complex event.
	Captures reader’s attention immediately and sustains it throughout most of the passage.
	Is an interesting passage, It could have more bite and flair.
	Very little reader interest.
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Weaknesses 
