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Name: 

2017-18 Common Application Essay Prompts
650 words.
This year’s essay prompts are:
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story. 

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? 

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the outcome? 

4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others. 

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?
You May Not Write About:
1) A Sick Relative

2) Your Service Trip

3) The “Big Game”
HW: Write down three stories that you’re willing to share with the class. They should be original and true, but need not be funny in the slightest.
After evaluating your essay topics and asking for the opinions of your parents, teachers or friends, you should have at least 1-2 interesting essay topics. Consider the following guidelines below. 

1. If you are planning on writing an essay on a terrible experience or hardship, be reminded that your main goal is to address your own personal qualities. Just because something sad or horrible has happened to you does not mean that you will be a good college or graduate school student. You want to be remembered as the applicant who showed impressive qualities under difficult circumstances. Only use the experience as a lens with which to magnify your own personal characteristics. 

2. Essays should fit in well with the rest of a candidate's application, explaining the unexplained and steering clear of that which is already obvious. For example, if you have a 4.0 GPA and a 1500 SAT, no one doubts your ability to do the academic work and addressing this topic would be ridiculous. However, if you have an 850 SAT and a 3.9 GPA or a 1450 SAT and a 2.5 GPA, you would be wise to incorporate in your essay an explanation for the apparent contradiction. For example, perhaps you were hospitalized or family concerns prevented your dedication to academics; you would want to mention this in your essay. However, do not make your essay one giant excuse. 
3. Every college, professional school, or graduate school wants to increase diversity. For this reason, so many applicants are tempted to declare what makes them diverse. However, simply saying you are Native American or a lesbian will not impress admissions officers in the least. While an essay incorporating this information would probably be your best topic idea, you must finesse the issue by addressing your own personal qualities and how you overcame stigma, dealt with social ostracism, etc.  Address specifically how your diversity will contribute to the realm of campus opinion, the academic environment, and social life. 

4. Don't mention weaknesses unless you absolutely need to explain them away. You want to make a positive first impression, and telling an admissions officer anything about drinking, drugs, partying, etc. undermines your goal. Admissions officers read more essays on ADD (Attention Deficit Disorder) than we would ever have imagined. Why admit to weakness when you can instead showcase your strengths? 

5. Be honest, but not for honesty's sake. Unless you are a truly excellent writer, your best, most passionate writing will be about events that actually occurred. While you might be tempted to invent hardship, it is completely unnecessary (and dishonest!). Write an essay about your life that demonstrates your personality. 
Name_______________________________________        


The College Essay 

Exercise- Brainstorming 
One of the best methods of brainstorming is to begin with a list of potential ideas and slowly let the best ones rise to the top.  In order to generate a laundry list of important people, events, accomplishments, activities in your life, fill in the worksheet below,   As we go through this process, I will help you separate the best ideas from the rest.

1. If you were to write your autobiography right now, what would be five to ten events or things that would have to be included?  It will be easier if you reflect on your life in chronological order.



1._________________________
6.  _______________________



2. ________________________
7. ________________________




3. ________________________
8. ________________________



4.  ________________________
9. ________________________



5.  ________________________
10. _______________________

2. As a few friends or family members to pick five adjectives or personality traits that characterize you.   List what they say here:



Friend or family member #1 
Friend or family member #1 



______________________

______________________



1._________________________
1..  _______________________



2. ________________________
2. ________________________




3. ________________________
3. ________________________



4.  ________________________
4. ________________________



5.  ________________________
5. _______________________



Friend or family member #3 
Friend or family member #4 



______________________

______________________



1._________________________
1..  _______________________



2. ________________________
2. ________________________




3. ________________________
3. ________________________



4.  ________________________
4. ________________________



5.  ________________________
5. _______________________

3. List five accomplishments you have made over the past five years.  Do not limit yourself to those accomplishments that you have been recognized for.  Consider events that, at the time, may have seemed unimportant, but you now see was significant. 

1. _________________________  2.________________________  3. ____________________

4.  _______________________________ 5. _________________________

4. List three to five things on which you consider yourself very knowledgeable. 



1._________________________
4.  _______________________



2. ________________________
5. ________________________




3. ________________________


5. What are your most important extracurricular or community activities?



1._________________________
4.  _______________________



2. ________________________
5. ________________________




3. ________________________


6. List five people you respect or admire.  They can be real or fictional, dead or alive, personal, or famous. 



1._________________________
4.  _______________________



2. ________________________
5. ________________________




3. ________________________


7. What is your favorite book or movie?______________________________

Who is your favorite musician or artist? ____________________________

8. List two times in your life when you failed miserably and two times when you enjoyed great success.  




Miserable Failures


Great Successes 



1._________________________
1.  _______________________



2. ________________________
2. ________________________


9. Ask your parents or family for five events in your life that they will always remember.  If there is a story there-ask them about it. 



1._________________________
4.  _______________________



2. ________________________
5. ________________________




3. ________________________


10. List four of your favorite things and four of your least favorite.  These can include activities, places, objects, virtues….



Favorite



Least Favorite 



1._________________________
1.  _______________________



2. ________________________
2. ________________________




3. ________________________   
3. ________________________



4. ________________________
4. ________________________
Mr. Haflin’s Rubric for the College Essay
Draft 1

Question Choice______
	
	Exceptional

          4
	Proficient

       3
	Adequate

        2
	Limited

     1

	Reveals a lot about you personally


	
	
	
	

	Highlights qualities/traits that make you an attractive candidate


	
	
	
	

	Establishes a tone that is engaging, positive, sincere


	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates the depth/maturity of your thinking


	
	
	
	

	Shows evidence of accurate proofreading/careful revising in terms of diction and mechanics


	
	
	
	


Teacher Recommendation Checklist
Before you ask any teacher to write a college recommendation for you, please check that you have all the items below already prepared.

Give EACH TEACHER you would like a recommendation from a two pocket folder with your name printed largely on the front.  
Inside the folder should be:

· a list of all the schools to which you are applying, each with the specific due dates, in order of the earliest deadline to the latest.


· a typed list of all your academic achievements, school clubs, athletic teams, work experiences, outside duties or responsibilities, outside achievements or awards, and any volunteer work

· a list of your personal strengths (you could even give him/her a copy of the brainstorming sheet) 

· the courses and grades you earned in this teacher’s class (if applicable)  


· a paper clip for each school that holds: 

-a copy of/specific link to the official teacher recommendation form 

-instructions on how to upload/email the recommendation OR 
          - (less common now) a pre- addressed, pre-stamped envelope for mailing

PLEASE DO THIS! WRITING STUDENT RECOMMENDATIONS IS 
A TIME CONSUMING JOB THAT TEACHERS DO ON THEIR PERSONAL TIME (THAT’S TIME AWAY FROM THEIR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.) TEACHERS APPRECIATE A WELL-PREPARED STUDENT, AND HAPPY TEACHERS WILL WRITE POSITIVE RECOMMENDATIONS.
After your selected teachers have written, organized, uploaded, and emailed/ mailed your recommendations, you MUST write a sincere HANDWRITTEN thank you note. Teachers DO NOT expect gifts.  A handwritten note, however, is a treasure. 
Mr. Haflin’s Rubric for the College Essay
Draft 2

Question Choice______
	
	Exceptional

          4
	Proficient

       3
	Adequate

        2
	Limited

     1

	Reveals a lot about you personally


	
	
	
	

	Highlights qualities/traits that make you an attractive candidate


	
	
	
	

	Establishes a tone that is engaging, positive, sincere


	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates the depth/maturity of your thinking


	
	
	
	

	Shows evidence of accurate proofreading/careful revising in terms of diction and mechanics


	
	
	
	


Satire



Your Name:

Mr. Haflin


Person whose paper you are reading:

The College Essay Rough Draft Peer Editing

1.  Read your partner’s paper.  Make corrections, comments, suggestions, and joyous remarks about his/her genius in the margins.  Then answer the questions below.

2.  Paraphrase the story and the author’s purpose in sharing this story.  

3.  What poetic devices/stylistic techniques are used to enhance the language and reading enjoyment for the reader?

4.  If there is little poetic style, where, in your opinion, could the author use some added imagery or flair?

5.  Describe the structure of the essay.  Is that structure the best way to present the narrartive?

6.  What qualities/traits do you feel you learn from reading the essay?

7. Indicate one thing the paper does well.

8. Indicate one thing that needs work.

9.  Does the essay address a particular question that was asked on the common application or a particular’s school’s application?  If it does not, how can the writer fix that? 
