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The Odyssey Homework

Books 9-12

1.  Describe the internal conflict Odysseus and his men encounter in the land of the Lotus Eaters.

2.  Describe three strategies the wily Odysseus uses to outwit the Cyclopes Polyphemus.  What mistake does the hero make near the end of the Cyclops adventure?

3.  What curse concludes the Cyclopes adventure—foreshadowing trouble ahead for Odysseys?

4.  What are Circe’s powers? How does Circe first treat Odysseus and his men?

5.  Homer’s audience would have known who Teiresias was and they would have known that the prophet could not possibly be wrong.  Summarize ALL that Odysseus finds out from Teiresias about his future.

6.  What does Odysseus’ mother tell him about death and the soul?

7.  Describe the threats posed by the Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis.  How does Odysseus survive these perils? 

8.  What happens to Odysseus’ men?

9.  What simile does Homer use to help his audience see what happens when Scylla whisks six men from Odysseys ship? What do Odysseus’ feelings here tell you about his character? 

