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Modern Dilemmas

Censorship and War

“The Kill Team” by Mark Boal  

 Level 2-Answer All     Level 3-Skip 1

Level 4-Skip 2
1.  Before we begin reading, share your feelings about the need to censor/classify OR 

uncensor/declassify military images/news/ reports  when:



a country is at war:



a country is not at war:

2. Why do you think it is “a violation of Army standards to take such photos of the dead, let alone share them with others”?  How might this rule seem ironic or hypocritical considering the mission of soldiers sent into combat?  

3. How do you feel about the government’s extended efforts to censor files and images from Afghanistan by searching the homes of soldiers and their relatives?
4. According to author Mark Boal, why was this particular company vulnerable to  Gibb’s deviant ways?  Why did he become so powerful in the group?
5. Although the Army and the military in general claim to conduct psyche evaluations of soldiers, how was the military negligent in this area, according to the article?  Offer two examples.
6. Explain the purpose of a “drop weapon.”
7. How important is reputation for a country?  In other words, should such stories as “The Kill Team” and the Abu Ghraib prison leak be censored to preserve our country’s reputation?  What are the advantages and disadvantages to doing that?
8. Has you answer to #1 on this sheet changed after reading the article? Why or Why not. 
