Humanities English        


Name:_____________________________

A Christmas Carol: Study Questions
DIRECTIONS: 

 Using complete sentences, please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Also, as you read please define all words listed below.   
Stave 1
Vocabulary: emphatically, executor, shrewdly, indignantly, veneration, facetious, tremulous, livid, incredulous, indicting, incessant, forbearance, benevolence, susceptible 
1. Activate your background knowledge: if your life continues on its present course, are you pleased with the direction in which it is heading?

2.  Activate your background knowledge: discuss the role that money should play in a person’s life. 
3. What is the holiday that is most important to you, and how do you celebrate it? 
4. What happened to Jacob Marley? 

5. What is the relationship between Scrooge and Jacob Marley. 

6.  Please identify the setting.

7.  Please describe Ebenezer Scrooge.

8.  Please explain the significance of the following quote: “‘If they would rather die,’ said Scrooge, ‘they had better do it, and decrease the surplus population…’” (6) 
9. Please summarize how Scrooge celebrates the holiday.
10. Why does Jacob Marley’s ghost visit Scrooge? 

11. According to Marley’s ghost, what will happen to Scrooge during the night?

12.  How does Scrooge react to Marley’s visit? 
Stave 2
Vocabulary: astonishment, lustrous, supplication, vestige, earnestness, condescension, deftly, recollection, tumultuous, haggard
13. Please describe the Ghost of Christmases Past. 

14. Why doesn’t Scrooge want to see the light that belongs to the Ghost of Christmases Past? 
15. Describe Scrooge’s childhood.

16. Please explain the significance of the following quote: 

“’You recollect the way?’ inquired the spirit.

‘Remember it!’ cried Scrooge with fervour-‘I could walk it blindfold.’

‘Strange to have forgotten it for so many years!’” observed the Ghost…(20)

17. Do you feel sorry for Scrooge? 

18. Explain the significance of the childhood stories that Scrooge remembers. 

19. Describe the relationship that Scrooge had with his sister. 

20. Please explain the significance of the following quote:

“’What is the matter?’ asked the Spirit.

‘Nothing,’ said Scrooge. ‘Nothing. There was a boy singing a Christmas Carol at my door last night.  I should like to have given him something: that’s all.’  (22)

21. Summarize the memory of Fezziwig that Scrooge and the Ghost visit.

22. Please explain the significance of the following quote: “’It isn’t that, Spirit. He has the power to render us happy or unhappy; to make our service light or burdensome; a pleasure or a toil. Say that his power lies in words and looks; in things so slight an insignificant that it is impossible to add and count em’ up: what then? The happiness he gives, is quite as great as if it cost a fortune.’” (26) 
23. Summarize the memory of Scrooge and his fiancé. 

24. How does Scrooge react to seeing this memory and the one that follows? 

Stave 3
Vocabulary: prodigiously, predicament, disdaining, rebuke, deliberating, plaintive, exulted, desolation, obliged, imperceptibly, inaudible 
25. Describe the Ghost of Christmas Present.
26. Describe the Cratchit family Christmas. 
27. Describe Tiny Tim. 

28. On page 40, what does the Ghost predict will happen to Tiny Tim?

29. Why does Mrs. Cratchit struggle to toast Ebenezer Scrooge? 

30. What does Mr. Cratchit’s insistence that the family toast Scrooge teach you about Bob Cratchit? 

31. Why is Bob’s toast a symbolic act? 
32. Please explain the significance of the following quote: “‘…the consequence of his taking a dislike to us , and not making merry with us, is, as I think, that he loses pleasanter companions than he can find in his own thoughts, either in his mouldy old office, or his dusty chambers.  I mean to give him the same chance every year, whether he likes it or not, for I pity him…’” (45)
33. Why does the ghost show Scrooge his nephew’s Christmas party? 
34. Why does the Ghost show Scrooge Ignorance and Want? 
Stave 4
Vocabulary: waning, relents, inexorable, intercedes, entreaty 
35. Describe the Ghost of the Future.
36. Contrast Scrooge’s reaction with his reaction to the other ghosts. 
37. Why does Scrooge react differently this time? 
38. What is the first thing that the ghost shows Scrooge? 
39. How does Scrooge react to what he sees? 
40. Please explain the significance of the following quote: “’Spirit!’ said Scrooge, shuddering from head to foot. ‘I see, I see.  The case of this unhappy man might be my own.  My life tends that way now…’” (56)
41. What is the second place that the ghost shows Scrooge?
42. What has happened to Tiny Tim?
43. What lesson does Tiny Tim teach Scrooge?  

44. What is the third place that the ghost shows to Scrooge? 

45. Please explain the significance of the following quote: “‘Men’s courses will foreshadow certain ends, to which, if persevered in, the must lead,’ said Scrooge. ‘But if the courses be departed from, then ends will change. Say it is thus with what you show me!’”  (62)
46. Please explain the significance of the following quote: “’I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.  I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future.  The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me.  I will not shut out the lessons that they teach.  Oh, tell me I may sponge way the writing on this stone!’” (62)
Stave 5
Vocabulary: illustrious, retorted, 
47. What does Scrooge buy for the Cratchits? 
48. Who does Scrooge run into on the street (page 65 bottom)?

49. What does Scrooge give to the man? 

50. Where does Scrooge go next? 

51. Summarize the prank that Scrooge plays on Bob Cratchit.

52. What does Scrooge promise to do for the Cratchit family? 

53. What are the results of Scrooge’s actions? 

54. What is the significance of the final line, “May that be truly said of us, and all of us!”? 

55. Is Scrooge’s transformation believable? 

56. What does the novella teach you about kindness or service to others? 

57. What does the novella teach you about forgiveness?
58. What does the novella teach you about greed? 

59. What does the novella teach you about selfishness? 
60. Which of these lessons is most important to you, and why? 

61. Why do you think that this story remains so popular after so many years? 
