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“To understand that, consider the joke-writing process that C.K. describes later in the e-mail. In Los Angeles, where the New York-based C.K. filmed the special, he would do “twenty minutes of new material” at alternative venues and get ‘cheered on by the young, open and adaptive crowds” there. Then he would take those jokes to the Improv, “where the more basic and average character of the audience would cut the new material down to about three jokes.” And then he’d take those three to the famous Comedy Store, where, he writes, “maybe ONE of those jokes would get a chuckle.’ That’s the keeper.

Fiction writers and poets workshop their material, but they do so, typically, in small rooms full of other writers, often led by luminaries in the field. When, after test screenings, filmmakers recut their movies for the ‘more basic and average,’ the practice is generally bemoaned. But comedians are seen as honest populists: laughter, we think, not only feels good but teases out universal truths. It doesn’t, necessarily: we laugh at all kinds of things for all kinds of reasons. But there’s a notion that comics, by honing their material so that it can work almost anywhere with almost anyone, discover something essential and true in the process?”(Haglund, “Half-Truths, Non-Truths, and Louis C.K.”)

Assignment: You will write and perform a two to three minute comedy routine.  You may emulate any of the comics that you’ve watched in or out of class, or you may strike out on your own; however, your goal is to not only make your audience laugh, but also to “tease out universal truths.”    

Requirements: 

1) Your material must follow the guidelines previously outlined;


2) Your performance must last at least two full minutes and not longer than three;


3) You must type a transcript of your performance; however, improvisation encouraged;

4) You must write a one-paragraph reflection that explains the “universal truth” your set develops and how the “jokes” work to develop that truth.

5) You must be prepared to discuss and debrief your performance with your peers.

	
	A (5) 
	B (4)
	C (3)
	D (2)
	F (1)

	Comedic Techniques
	You clearly succeed in a mimesis of successful comedic techniques or strike out to find your own technique.
	You emulate successful techniques analyzed in class or attempt to strike out on your own, with mixed results
	You emulate successful techniques analyzed in class, with a few errors.  You might attempt a new comedic form, which ultimately falls short.
	You attempt to emulate successful comedic techniques, but misinterpreted them.
	You fail to address any of the techniques discussed in class.


	Inclusion of Human Condition and Truths
	You very clearly succeed at mining the human condition and address a universal truth(s) 

	You succeed at mining the human condition for universal truths
	You attempt to mine the human condition for universal truths, with some errors.
	You attempt to address some universal truth about the human condition, but fail to completely connect that truth.
	You fail to address any hidden aspect of the human condition or truth.


	Engagement in Peer Review and Discussion

(Observer)


	You ask insightful and intriguing questions about your peers’ stand-up presentations and fully engage in discussion
	You ask questions about your peers’ stand-up presentation and engage in discussion

	You ask at least one question about a peer’s stand-up presentation and attempt to engage in discussion

	You either ask one question or engage in discussion, if but minimally

	No attempt to engage in class discussion


	Engagement in Peer Review and Discussion

(Performer) 
	You provide original insight and fully elucidate and defend your stand-up routine 
(content, universal truth, presentation)
	You successfully explain and defend your stand-up routine
	You make some attempt to explain and defend your stand-up routine, but some criticisms appear valid/aren’t refuted completely
	Minimal attempt to explain and attempt your stand-up routine

	No attempt to engage in class discussion


	Performance

Volume, cadence, eye contact, time
	Extremely lively, audible, well-timed presentation that falls within the 2-3 minute time frame
	Lively, audible, well-timed presentation that falls within the 2-3 minute time fram
	Well done overall, but some improvements needed in energy, volume, or timing. May be too long/short.
	Improvements needed in energy, volume, or timing. May be too long/short.
	That wasn’t even a stand-up comedy routine

	Written piece
	Written piece creatively expresses the “universal truth” of your routine, and fully explains each joke’s usage
	Written piece expresses the “universal truth” of your routine, and explains each joke’s usage
	Written piece expresses the “universal truth” of your routine, but falls short of adequately explaining each joke
	Written piece falls short of fully explaining the routine’s “universal truth”, and contains errors/forgets to explain several jokes
	No written piece present.  Poor effort.



