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The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime

In essay format, respond to the prompt below about The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime.  Your written answer should be a four paragraph essay (intro, two developmental paragraphs, and a conclusion paragraph).  You should begin drafting your essay in class, take it home for typing and revision, and then submit it on Google Classroom and on turnitin.com.
You will be assessed on the following: (rubric is on the reverse side):

-- Clear main idea and developing ideas in a brief introduction.

-- Clear topic sentence in each body paragraph.

-- Comprehension of the main ideas in the book.

-- Evidence and details related to the question.

-- Brief sum-up/ conclusion

-- Correct mechanics and use of language.

ESSAY PROMPT:

Conflict is a major part of any novel, since conflict is the catalyst for all  the characters’ actions and reactions in the story.  For this essay, you will analyze how Christopher faces and resolves internal and external conflict
in Mark Haddon’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nightime.  You should break down your MI into two distinct developing ideas-one for external conflict and one for internal conflict.   Refer to specific examples in the book to support your answer. Your analysis should target how Christopher’s challenges help him mature through the novel.  

ALTERNATE ASSIGNMENT:  If you did not complete any summer reading, you may earn up to half credit for this assignment by writing about something you have read within the last 4 months (book, magazine, newspaper article, etc.).  While you’re not guaranteed a 50, you are guaranteed to start the year with something other than a 0.  If you can, respond to the prompt above.  If not, summarize the content, what you learned from reading it, and explain what made it worth reading.  Your essay will be graded in the same rubric as those students who fulfilled the summer requirements. 
ORGANIZATION:
Introduction:

· Relevant Background Information

· Thesis Statement

· Complete Identification (author, title of the book in italics)

· Main Idea (what your paper is trying to prove

· Developmental Ideas (categories of examples used to prove your MI)

· Hint @ Reach for Significance (preview connecting your essay to another work/real life)

Developing Paragraph 1:

· Topic sentence (Includes MI and DI #1)

· DQ Sandwiches (2x)

· Lead-In (Who? When? Where?)

· Direct Quotation (DQ)

· Analysis/Interpretation (How does your DQ connect to the DI and your MI?)

· Concluding Sentence which summarizes DP #1

Developing Paragraph 2:

· Topic sentence (Includes a transition device, MI, and DI #2)

· DQ Sandwiches (2x)

· Lead-In (Who? When? Where?)

· Direct Quotation (DQ)

· Analysis/Interpretation (How does your DQ connect to the DI and your MI?)

· Concluding Sentence which summarizes DP #2

Conclusion:
· Original restatement of the Thesis (CI, MI, DIs)
· Reach For Significance (Connecting your essay topic to another work of literature such as another book, a poem, a TV show, graphic novel, movie, etc. OR connecting to real life)

