Name__________________________

Sonnet 18 by William Shakespeare

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

__________

_____________________________________

Thou art more lovely and more temperate.

__________
_____________________________________

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
__________
_____________________________________

And summer’s lease hath all too short a date:
__________
_____________________________________

Sometimes too hot the eye of heaven shines,

__________
_____________________________________

And often his gold complexion dimmed

__________
_____________________________________

And every fair from fair sometimes declines,

__________
_____________________________________

By chance of nature’s changing course untrimmed,
__________
______________________________________

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,


__________
______________________________________

Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest,

__________
______________________________________

Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in his shade,
__________
______________________________________

When in eternal lines to time thou growest.

__________
______________________________________


So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see,
__________
______________________________________


So long lives this, and gives life to thee.
__________
______________________________________

After reading the poem please do the following:

1. Paraphrase the poem line by line; try to stay consistent to the sentence structure and punctuation.

2. Fill in the rhyme scheme, placing the appropriate letter after each line.

3. Identify ALL Figurative Language.
4. Answer questions 1-6 on the back.

P L E A S E    U S E    C O M P L E T E      S E N T E N C E S   ! ! !
1. Who is the speaker addressing in this poem and how do you know?

2. To what does the speaker compare his subject?

3. How is the speaker’s subject different from a summer day?

4. What comment about time does the speaker make in line 4?

5. What does the speaker say will give the subject eternal life? (HINT: it is referred to as “This” is line 14)

6. What kind of meter is used in this poem? How do you know? 

