Mr. Haflin
Grade 12
Student-Led Discussion
(SLD)






District-Determined Measure (DDM)




On Wednesday, September 3, we will have our first student led discussion.  The subject will be the grade required read, The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls.  Throughout this course, we will conduct SLDs as a way to share our feelings about different topics and to develop our critical thinking skills.  SLDs will always be announced so that you may prepare.  The purposes of the discussions are as follows:

a) It will allow you to explore, present, and process your own analysis of the text, as well as the ideas of your peers

b) College professors do not always lead discussion; they often remove themselves from the conversation so that students learn in the most active manner possible

c) It will give me an understanding of your engagement with the text

d) It will help me determine your growth in the above areas throughout the course.

e) It will be fun!  

Grading:

a) You are going to be graded on your participation in the discussion with a specific rubric.
b) YOU MUST SPEAK AT LEAST ONCE DURING THE CONVERSATION.  Speaking once will guarantee that you earn at least a D.  More credit will be added for insightful remarks, even more credit for multiple insightful remarks.
c) If you do not speak at all during the conversation, you will receive a failing score for that particular SLD. You may earn up to a 55, depending on how attentive you were during the discussion. 

d) DO NOT CHAT OR SPEAK WHILE OTHERS ARE SPEAKING.  You will be marked down every time you speak out of turn or are rude while others are speaking.
e) You will be required to monitor your own participation during the SLD with a teacher-given handout. 

f) Bring your reading/discussion notes to the SLD.  I will collect them and may even offer extra credit for them. 
Further information:
a) You need to keep the conversation going for the entire time devoted to the SLD (at least 30 minutes and often a whole class period).  
b) I will not lead the discussion during class, although I will speak up to ask for citation information or to assist in other necessary ways.  I will also avoid looking at any of you, so don’t be alarmed if I don’t make eye contact and you see me scribbling away.

c) I will take notes and determine ways in which we may need to follow up on the discussion at a later time.  
You should come prepared with questions and comments on the topic.  One of you can be the point person to begin your discussion; you will raise your hands and call on each other.  Please try to recognize as many voices as possible.
Student-Led Discussion (SLD) Goals and Rules
Please note that the scoring and rules given here apply to any SLD we have for the rest of the year; you may want to keep this sheet in your notebook for reference.

RULES and HINTS

You are responsible for directing and forming the discussion.  I will only speak if:

a. You need a point of FACTUAL clarification that no one in the group can provide

b. You get off track and need to regain focus (this event could result in a deduction of points from individuals or the entire class).

c. I notice someone has been trying to speak for sometime and has not been recognized.

d. It seems to be time to change topics or questions.

If I am quiet, you’re doing well!

2. You will call on each other.  After a person speaks, he or she will call on a classmate who has his/her hand raised.

3. If you plan to change topics when you are called on, please let your classmates know so that anyone who has a comment on the current topic can make a point if he/she would like.

4. Please be aware of how much space you are taking up—the goal is to hear from as many DIFFERENT people as possible, not to have a few people dominating the conversation.

You have been doing an OUTSTANDING job with this activity, and I know you will continue to do so—have fun and good luck!

