“America the Beautiful”
Grading Rubric
	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Letter of Sponsorship
	Proper business letter format.

Intro clearly and firmly states the purpose and the two DIs.  There is an effective closing.  Language creatively mimics the character/author.  
	Correct format.  All requirements are present.

It is reasonably convincing.
	Most of the requirements are present.  It could be written better.

 
	One or more requirements missing.  Poorly or weakly written.

	Personal Information of Applicant in Passport and in letter.
	Excellent details regarding the émigré; physical description, occupation, vital stats…Very thorough. 
	Sufficient details are contained to pass through customs.
	Adequate information, but there are little to no details.  Seems suspicious. I would reject. 
	You would never get through customs with this lack of information.

	Voice and Authenticity of the Writer
	Your letter certainly captures the voice of the character.  The language, the style, the sense of the relationship between the writer and the applicant are spot on!
	Your letter tries to emulate the voice of the character through the language and the style.  Good job.  There is a sense of the relationship between the writer and the applicant. Good Job.  
	Your letter does not capture the voice of the character as well as it could.  The relationship between the writer and the applicant is not clear through this letter.   Needs work.  
	Your letter did not capture the voice, language, and style of the character at all.  I have no sense of the relationship between the writer and the applicant. Poor job of characterization.  

	Creativity and Presentation of Passport and Picture I.D. 
	Attractive.  Creatively organized.  Shows effort and originality.  Interesting and creative “photo” I.D. Shows effort.


	Good presentation.  Shows moderate effort. Acceptable picture-seems to fit description.
	Fair presentation.  More effort was needed. Adequate picture, but it does not show much effort.
	Poor presentation.  The school bus was really not the place to do this! Stop asking the kids you babysit to do your artwork!

	Mechanics


	Excellent language and grammar throughout the project.
	Good language.  Only a few errors.
	Fair use of language.  Errors in more than a few categories.
	Poor use of language.  A total lack of editing here. 


Strengths:


Weaknesses:
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