Medical Ethics
NOTE: These are only the ethics alluded to in Jodi Picoult’s book My Sister’s Keeper.  Some hospital committees
may incorporate these in addition to some of their own.

	Ethic
	Definition/Requirement
	When there is controversy
	Is there Precedent?

	Autonomy -
	Respect for the individual and his/her ability to make decisions with regard to his/her own health and future. Actions that enhance autonomy are thought of as desirable and actions that “dwarf” an individual and his/her autonomy are undesirable.
	(1) When the patient is a child and the parents’ decision conflicts with the doctor’s  

(2) When a patient has a belief or religion that conflicts with a doctor's medical opinion 

(3) When the patient is unconscious or unable to make his/her own decision
	Yes.  Often times in cases of religion where parents refuse treatment for a child, the doctors have won the right to treat.  Look online for further research.

	Beneficence
	Are actions intended to benefit the patient or others?  This benefit must exceed the negative effects of the procedure.
	Doctors must ensure that this procedure is necessary to benefit the patient.  If it is not medically necessary or not beneficial for the patient, the doctor can refuse the treatment.
	Yes. Consider plastic surgery, transgender surgery. Any surgery that a doctor may feel has no benefit for a patient

	Malfeasance
“do no harm” 
	Will the action bring harm to
the patient and others?  This side effect/result must not exceed beneficence.
	When a particular treatment has painful side effects, a painful procedure, or permanent consequences that outweigh the benefits
	Yes-consider prolonged dialysis for diabetes patients.  exploratory surgery for unearthing a potential disease, chemotherapy in a late-stage cancer patient

	Justice
	Care must be equitable to all members of the wider community in terms of the action, the consequences, the availability, and the conditions.
	When the patient is not receiving care that is fair or equal among all races, classes, religions, gender, ethnicities, or orientation-  When civil liberties are violated
	Some may argue that this country does not provide justice for all since we lack a universal health care system that guarantees equal access to care.  Often those who are not getting health treatment are the poor and marginalized.

	Fidelity
	Health Care workers must strictly observe their duties as medical professionals.  They must offer their best medical (not personal) opinion and best care to the patient. They are loyal to the patient (not family) first.
	When professionals allow family members or the patient's friends to influence the care of the patient-this is problematic when the patient disagrees with the doctor and his/her social group.  Loyalty must stick to patient.
	Yes-patients have sued for malpractice for various reasons-doctor was drunk, sleepy, uncertified, unsanitary-the wrong organ was removed....

	Veracity and Confidentiality
	Health care workers must habitually offer the truth in speech or statement to the patient.  All information, even the unpleasant kind, must be divulged to patients, and all information divulged by the patient to the doctor is kept private. 

	When professionals lie to a patient for any reason (family’s wishes, to soften the truth...).  

When a medical worker shares information about a patient without authorization. 
	Health Insurance Portability Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA).  No medical provider may share any medical information to anyone without written consent of the patient (prior to 1996, anyone could access your info)




	The Case Study- What’s the dilemma?
Brief Summary
	…from Medical Ethics Perspective

Medical Ethics
	…. from Kohlberg’s Theory

Social Ethics
	…from your perspective

Personal Ethics

	the Allaya 
Case OR the case in My Sister’s Keeper
	What would be the best course of action?



	What would be the best course of action?


	What would you do?

	Your Assigned Case scenario


	What would be the best course of action?


	What would be the best course of action?



	What would you do?

	The NPR story on gender socialization and the quick interview of “Haley’s” parents.  
	What would be the best course of action?


	What would be the best course of action?


	What would you do?

	“The Suicide Tourist” 

	What would be the best course of action?


	What would be the best course of action?


	What would you do?


