The Odyssey  Literary Techniques

Kennings (for things/objects) and 
Epithets (for people or groups) 
a conventional poetic phrase used to substitute the proper name of a person or thing, esp. in Icelandic and Anglo-Saxon verse.  For example, calling a boat “a wave traveler” is an example of a kenning.  Sometimes, epithets can be abusive or derogatory while kennings are usually positive descriptors. 
Examples






Explanation

“The way-finder”

(Hermes)
Messenger god who can find his way to/from places

“The grey-eyed One”
(Athena)    
Her eyes are grey-mirror like. 

“The Trojan Warrior”
(Odysseus)
His idea of the horse ended the Trojan War.
“The Warrior’s Son”
(Telemachus) He is Odysseus’ (the war hero) son
“Odysseus pulled himself up to rest on the blue-shaker’s sea bench”
Imagery

Sensory description to create a vivid scene for the reader or listener

Examples






Explanation

“cedar smoke”




scent 


“smooth walled cave”



touch/texture
“black poplar, purple clusters”


color
“Four springs, bubbling up”


sound
Personification 
Giving human qualities to non-human things

Examples






Explanation

“Dawn took her fingertips of rose across the sky”
Dawn is described as having hands
“Dawn took her fair throne, awaking the girl.”
Dawn sits on her throne (the sky)
NOTE: Some of you liked to define anthropomorphism as personification.  These terms are not the same.  Anthropomorphism is something changing into human form.  Personification is describing something as if it were human. 
Metaphor

A direct comparison between two different things-
the characteristics of one are applied to the other

Examples






Explanation

“My Penelope would be a shade before your majesty”
Penelope’s beauty would 








have the qualities  of a corpse









compared to the goddess
Simile

Comparing two different things so that the similarities are illuminated.  
Often uses like, as, or seems

Examples






Explanation

“Odysseus, like a great mountain lion, 


Mountain lions are proud and powerful

rose from the brush”    
“Helen walked, as a shaft of gold”


Helen has a luminous quality about her

    
Foreshadowing

Clues or Hints in the story that suggest future events

Examples






Explanation

“…But not by will or valor could he save them, /
Odysseus’ men will die
for their own recklessness destroyed them all”

Repetition   

Using similar words and phrases more than once

Examples






Explanation

“the wine dark sea”




This is repeated often so that the singer can 







for the next scene.  It also reminds the 







ns of how dark the sea was.

Extended Metaphor

A metaphor that is stretched out along many lines or in an entire work

Homeric/Heroic Simile
Like a simile or metaphor, it compares two different things; however, it compares an extraordinary or divine thing/action to an ordinary one so that listeners from Homer’s time could relate to the story better.

Examples






Explanation

“A gull patrolling between the wave crests of the 
Hermes is just above the white caps, 
Desolate sea will dip to catch a fish and douse 
a swooping motion

 

His wings; no higher above the white





 caps Hermes flew”






“A man in a distant field no hearth fires near, 
Athena is storing Odysseus energy 
will hide a fresh brand in his bed of embers to 
through sleep so that he can refresh for the 
keep a spark alive for the next day, so Athena
next day

showered sleep over Odysseus.” 
Allegory       

A work that is wholly symbolic                        

Examples






Explanation
Polyphemus





having tunnel vision-one point of view
Odysseus





being powerful but arrogant

Penelope





loyalty

Telemachus





insecurity that blossoms into confidence

Storms





uncertainty/obstacles in life

Poseidon





a nemesis/rival

Epic       

A long narrative poem about a hero or a journey                        

