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Notes for Literary Analysis of  To Kill a Mockingbird
By Harper Lee

Essential Questions:

1. What can we learn from this novel about our life’s journey?  
2. What can we learn from this novel about the characteristics of a hero? 
Find Purpose in Genre:

The novel is fiction so search for the elements of plot while you read: readers who have a purpose are more efficient. 

1. exposition (characters, setting, conflict) 

2. rising action

3. climax (most dramatic moment)

4. falling action

5. resolution

Frame Story:

a secondary story or stories embedded in the main story. 
Setting:

time and location in which a story takes place. It has 3 common uses:

1. to create a conflict

2. to create an atmosphere or mood

3. to create a character

Point of View :

· first person- uses “I”

· second person- uses “you”

· third person- uses “he, she, it”

· omniscient- narrator is all knowing

· limited- narrator doesn’t know everything. 

You can enrich your understanding of the story if you think about why the author chose to use a particular point of view. 
Characterization:

How an author creates a character

Direct characterization: writer directly tells the reader about the character

Indirect characterization: revealing a character to the reader in any of 4 ways:

1. character’s speech

2. character’s actions

3. character’s reactions to other characters

4. character’s thoughts and feelings

Dynamic characters- change in some important way during the story

Static characters- do not change during the story

Flat characters- have few personality traits

Round characters- characters with complex personalities 

Character foils- a character who acts as a contrast to another character

When author’s use indirect characterization, we must make inferences about the characters!

Conflict:

a struggle between two forces.

Internal conflict- struggle between 2 forces within a character’s mind

External conflict- struggle between 2 people (man vs. man), struggle between a person and a society, struggle between a person and nature, struggle between a person and a machine or between a person and the supernatural. 
Symbolism:

something that represent itself and represents something meaningful in the story. 

· symbols can be universal- they have meaning which transcends the text; meanings exist prior to the author’s use of them in the text.

Example: the earth suggests maternity, fertility, nourishment, eternity.

· symbols can be contextual- gain meaning from the way that they are used in the work.

Things to look for when you read:

· a person can be a symbol
· a place can be a symbol
· an object can be a symbol
· an action or experience can be a symbol
When searching for a symbol, listen to your “reader’s voice.”  For example, if you observe that the author gives an unusual amount of time or attention to a random object, then you might have found a symbol.  Another way to find symbols is to look for patterns.  If you notice that the author mentions something over and over again, then you might have found a symbol.  Next, when you think that you have found a symbol, try to explain its significance in as concise a statement as possible.  Finally, analyzing symbols is important because symbols can guide readers to the theme of a work. 

Inferences:

an educated guess using 2 equal parts

1. context clues

2. the reader’s background knowledge 

Listen to your “reader’s voice” to help you make an inference. 
