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The Odyssey~Introduction


The world’s most famous epic poems are Homer’s _______________and the _______________ which were created between ________and ________B.C. E. Homer’s first epic, _________________, was about ___________________________________________ and become a model for the ___________epic.  Homer’s second epic, _______________ was about _________________  _______________________and became a model for the _________ epic.


By definition, epics are ________________________________________________.  Heroes in Homer’s time were a special class of people because ____________________________ ___________________________________.  The Odyssey is much like modern war stories or movies because it elaborates on the theme of “post war disillusionment.”  In your own words, explain this term: __________________________________________________________________.  


Odysseus was a famous hero for his time because he was known for _________________.  In Homer’s time, myths were fantastic stories that explained the mysteries of life in an entertaining, educational way.  Many times, the gods in these stories were seen as alter egos, meaning ___________________________________________________.


Homer himself was rhapsode, or a “singer of tales.”  Such figures were important in society because ____________________________________________.  Since these stories were told orally, there were several common characteristics of them.  The stories were often ________________ to fit a particular rhythm or meter.  There was a lot of ____________used and a set store of ________________ so that the poet could have breathing time in between scenes.  Often times Homeric or heroic similes were used.  Defines, these are ______________________________________________________________________.


The main character in The Odyssey is _________________, who is married to ____________and has a son named ___________________.  Rather than open the epic with Odysseus, Homer open his tale with _________________________________.  He probably does this so ___________________________________________________________________.
Characters

Family and Friends

Odysseus

Penelope 
Telemachus/Telemakhos
Argos

Eumaeus

Eurycleia/Eurykleia
Laertes

Philoeteus

Mentor

The Obstacles and the Journey

Aeaea/Aiaia (also a god)

Alcinuous/Alkinoos
Calypso/Kalypso (immortal nymph)

Circe/Kirke (goddess)

Polyphemus/Polyphemos (one of the Cyclopes/Kyklopes)

CharybdiskKarybdis
Scylla/Skylla
Helen

Menalaus/Menalaos
Nausicaa/Nausikaa
Nestor

Sirens/Seirenes
Teiresias

The Gods and Goddesses

Athena

Hermes

Poseidon

Zeus
