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My Sister’s Keeper Creative TAC

For your second essay this term, please choose one of the choices below.

(1)  Mother, Martyr, or both?
During a conversation about Kate, Zanne tells Sara, “No one has to be a martyr 24/7.”  Yet, Sara mistakenly hears the word “mother” not “martyr.” After she is corrected by Zanne, she responds “Is there a difference?”  In a creative, thoughtful essay, discuss the sacrifices of motherhood.  Do mothers try too hard to be perfect?  Can you really protect your child from everything?  Share a personal story that sheds light on your thoughts.  


a.
Paragraph 1 should state your definition of motherhood and its connection to the idea of being a martyr

b.
The Middle Paragraphs should present a personal anecdote that illustrates your definition.

c.
The Final Paragraph should be your thoughts connecting your definition to Sara’s dilemma in My Sister’s Keeper.
(2)  Partnerships

It is interesting that Campbell suffers from an ailment that only his dog can foresee.  Their unique relationship mirrors some of the other unusual relationships presented in the novel.  In a creative, thoughtful essay, discuss a personal relationship that you feel is unlike a “typical” relationship.

a.
Paragraph 1 should describe your relationship.  With whom do you share this relationship?  What qualities would you use to describe it?  This should be a fully developed paragraph.

b.
Middle Paragraphs should present a personal anecdote that highlights the traits of the relationship as you just described.  

c.
The Final Paragraph should insightfully connect your unique relationship to one presented in the novel.  You do not have to connect it to Campbell and Judge; you may pick any relationship.

(3)  “Ifspeak”

Near the end of the novel, Anna describes “Ifspeak”- the language that all children know but abandon as they mature-remarking that “kids think with their brains cracked wide open; becoming an adult, I’ve decided, is only a slow sewing shut.”  In a thoughtful, creative essay, discuss the lessons that children can teach adults.

a.
Paragraph 1 should be your description of a belief or lesson that children seem to know better than adults.  

b.
Middle Paragraphs present a personal anecdote that highlights this lesson.  Perhaps you, as a child, taught something to an adult.  Or, perhaps you, now an adult, have been taught a lesson by a child.
c.
The Final Paragraph should connect your personal story to the lesson Anna is trying to teach her parents in this novel.
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	4-Excellent
	3-Good Job
	2-Needs Improvement
	1-Incomplete

	Introduction
	Clearly and insightfully describes or defines the chosen prompt.  Fully describes the people and the relationships involved in the prompt.  Paragraph gives the reader a complete outline of the paper’s thesis.
	Clearly describes or defines the chosen prompt.  Fully describes the people and the relationships involved in the prompt.  Paragraph gives the reader a complete outline of the paper’s thesis.
	This paragraph describes or defines the chosen prompt.  The people and the relationships involved in the prompt could be more fully developed.  The paragraph could give a stronger outline of the paper’s thesis.
	This paragraph does not describe or define the chosen prompt.  The people and the relationships involved in are not developed.  The paragraph does not offer an outline of the paper’s thesis.

	Developing Paragraph
	Anecdote is fully developed, articulate, and creative.  Reader gets a clear sense of the importance and the effect of the story.  Characters are fully developed.  Story insightfully illustrates the prompt. Strong reader interest.
	Anecdote is fully developed and articulate.  Reader gets a clear sense of the importance and the effect of the story.  Characters are well developed.  Story insightfully illustrates the prompt.  
	Anecdote is only superficially developed.  It could be more articulate or creative.  Reader gets some sense of the importance and the effect of the story.  Characters could be stronger developed.   
	Anecdote is not fully   developed.  It is not particularly articulate or creative.  Reader gets little sense of the importance and the effect of the story.  Characters are not strongly developed.   

	Conclusion
	Insightfully connects personal anecdote to My Sister’s Keeper in at least two ways.
	Connects personal anecdote to My Sister’s Keeper in two ways.
	Only connects the personal anecdote to My Sister’s Keeper in a superficial way.
	You did not connect your personal story to the novel at all.

	Mechanics
	No errors.  Great job.  Even the dialogue is punctuated correctly.
	Minor errors.  Well Done.
	A few too many errors here.  These were noticeable immediately and interrupted reader enjoyment.
	Eek! What a mess! Seriously…how can you pass this in?
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