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Homework

The Odyssey

Books 5-8 

1. What images does Homer use to help his audience see and smell the fragrant place where Kalypso lives?
2. What does Kalypso offer Odysseus to tempt him to stay with her and abandon his quest?  What is his response?
3. What inspires Nausikaa to organize her washing expedition? What reason does she give her father?
4. What is Odysseus’s condition when he first meets Nausikaa? How does Odysseus use his wit to handle this awkward situation and gain Nausikaa’s trust?
5. Look back at Odysseus’s first speech to Nausikaa, starting at line 472 on page 739.  What do we learn about Odysseus’s character from his speech?  What is especially significant about his references to marriage?
6. Based on what she says and does, how would you describe Nausikaa’s character traits? What does the portrait of Nausikaa as a young girl reveal about the life and values of a teenage girl in Homeric society?
7. Look at how Demodocus is treated in Alkinoos’s banquet.  What does this tell us about the role of poets and poetry in Homer’s time?  How do storytelling , poetry, and music play a similar or different role in contemporary society?

Some thoughts
Compare or contrast the two observations below with contemporary expectations of American heroes.  What is revealed about the two cultures?

In a macho culture like Odyssey’s, a hero is a definition of a “ladies man.”  Homer’s audience would not consider any of Odysseus’s sexual transgressions as cheating as long as he kept Penelope in his mind as his ultimate goal.  Some thoughts?
When we first meet the first the famed Trojan warrior, he is weeping.  Some thoughts?
