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The Odyssey

Books 17-19 Homework

Reading Check Questions

1.  What is Argos' condition when Odysseus sees him?  Knowing this, what is Homer suggesting about the conditions in Ithaca?

2. Odysseus maintains his secret identity by telling “tall tales” to his wife Penelope.  How does he describe Odysseus and why does he describe him in this way?

3.  Who is Eurycleia?  What does she discover about this old beggar man and how does she discover it?

Critical thinking questions

4.  How is Penelope characterized in these two books?  Consider her actions towards Odysseus, the disguised beggar.

5.  What is Odysseus’ motive for keeping his identity from his wife?  

6.  How might Argos, the dog, be symbolic of the hero Odysseus?

7.  Consider the three themes introduced in book one.  How have these two books advanced the themes?  Discuss all three themes in your answer.

