Name___________________________________

 Homework questions The Odyssey, Books 1-4

1. Instead of beginning his epic with the adventures of Odysseus, Homer begins the narrative “in media res,” which is defined as ___________________________________.








      (use problem-solving skills here, folks)
2.  Homer also spends the first four books describing the problems and travels of the hero’s son, Telemakhos. Describe the specific problems that exist in Ithaca with Odysseus gone.
3. How does Athena advise Telemakhos? How does she use her divine powers to transform him from time to time?

4. According to Antinous, what trick has Penelope used to delay the suitors?

5. What does Telemakhos learn about his father from Menelaos?

6. Contrast the hospitality Nestor shows Telemakhos and Athena with the way the suitors treat Telemakhos in his own home.










TURN OVER
7. According to the poet’s opening prayer to the Muse, why are all of Odysseus’s companions going to die before they reach home? This literary technique is called ___________________________________
      What do this and other details reveal about the importance of the Gods in Homer’s time?

8. We have heard several people talking about the absent hero, including the poet himself in 
      his invocation (prayer). Describe what we know so far about Odysseus’s character. What 

are his main traits? Why then does it make sense that Athena is his “alter ego”?
9. Describe Telemakhos’ strengths and weaknesses. How might he feel pressured to “wear his father’s shoes”? (model his behavior like his dad’s)
10.   What women have you met so far in the epic? Are they similar to or different than the women portrayed in mythology?
