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Term 4   Paper #12

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…”

So begins A Tale of Two Cities.  Although we have yet to dig deep into Dickens’ book, this familiar quotation easily applies to any time in history.  Your assignment is to write a four paragraph essay that applies Dickens’ statement to our current era. It will include a works cited page for all your sources. Please follow the directions below.

Paragraph I: Introduce this theme by offering some background information to 



Dickens' novel as well as our current era.  You should offer two 



developing ideas, or the two ways in which you will specifically apply 



Dickens' famous quotation to our current time.   

Paragraph II: The Best of times. 

Offer evidence that supports the idea that Americans in 2017 are living the best of times.  There should be three examples of support. Your examples should come from our modern era, and your analysis should insightfully argue how your evidence proves our current era is the best in which to live, better than any other time in the past. 
Paragraph III:  The Worst of times.  

Offer evidence that supports the idea that Americans in 2017 are 

living the worst of times. There should be three examples of support. 
Your examples should come from our modern era, and your analysis should insightfully argue 
how your evidence proves our current era is the most challenging in which to live, worse than any other time in the past. 
Paragraph IV:  Your concluding paragraph will briefly summarize your developing 



ideas but then, when you reach for significance, consider the universal 



nature of this theme.  Compare the current era to the research


shared during the power points; this will allow you to insightfully 



connect our current era to pre-revolutionary France.

Please use and highlight at least three of Dicken’s vocabulary words in your paper. The list is available online.
Final Draft Due on Wednesday, May 3rd
Blacklisted Words:

	1) Any form of  “to be” is, am, are, were, was, be, being, been

2) Any form of  “to have” has, have, has been, had been, have been

3) Any form of “to do” (do, did, done)

4) First, firstly, second, secondly, etc.

5) A lot

6) All in all

7) Basically

8) Blatantly

9) Ends up

10) First person pronouns (I, me, my, mine, us, we, ours, our)(exception is personal writing

11) Get (got, gotten)

12) Great, greatly


	13) “is when”, “is how”, “is who”, “is what”, “is where”, “is why”

14) Like

15) Major

16) “Make” and “Made”

17) Quote (unless used as a verb)

18) Shows/ Shows that

19) Slang of any kind (wicked, awesome, dude, sweet, ill)

20) So /So that

21) Swears of any kind

22) Thing

23) Totally

24) You, your(exception is personal writing




